
 
Curriculum vitae  
Academic training

 
Career and professional positions

2009  

Habilitation at the Faculty of Social
Sciences of the University of Vienna
with the thesis "Images in Social Worlds.
A Social Science Methodology and
Method for the Interpretative Analysis of
Images" [in German]

2001  

Dr. Phil. at the Technical University of
Berlin with the thesis Living in polarised
worlds. On the relationship between
migration and biography in the East-
West European migration field [in
German] - Summa Cum Laude

1986  
Diploma in Sociology, History and
Psychology with the thesis Way of life -
a socio-historical concept [in German]



 
Awards  
∙ Visiting professorship at the University of St. Gallen, summer term 2021 
∙ Four months scholarship from the International Centre for Cultural Studies in Vienna (IFK) (2004) 
∙ PhD (Dr. Phil.) at the Technical University Berlin - Summa Cum Laude (2001) 
∙ One year scholarship from the German Protestant Study Foundation (1989)
 
Memberships, academic service and positions in academic organisations

2025   Guest Professor at the Department of
Sociology (winter term)

2024  
Senior Research Fellow at the
Department of Sociology after retiring as
Associate Professor

2011   Associate Professor at the Department
of Sociology, University of Vienna

2010   Assistant Professor at the Department of
Sociology, University of Vienna

2010  

Call to the W3 Professorship of
Educational and Cultural Sociology at
the Faculty of Humanities, University of
Cologne (declined)

2010  
Deputy professorship (W3) for
educational and cultural sociology,
University of Cologne (summer term)

2004-2010   University Assistant at the Department
for Sociology, University of Vienna

2003-2004  
Research Fellow at the International
Research Centre for Cultural Studies in
Vienna (IFK)

2001-2004  

University Assistant at the Vienna
University of Economics and Business
(WU), Department of General Sociology
and Economic Sociology

2001  

Substitute Assistant Professor at the
Department of Educational Sciences,
Martin Luther University Halle-
Wittenberg

1996-2001  

Self-employed project consultant for
research design and methodological
project development; project
collaboration and teaching at various
universities in Germany and Austria as
well as at the University of East London
and the Central European University,
Budapest

1990-1995  
University Assistant at the Department
of Sociology, Technical University of
Berlin

1990   Scolarship from the Protestant
Foundation in Germany (Haus Villigst)

1987-1989   Research Assistant at the City Planning
Office Tiergarten, Berlin

1985-1987  

Conceptualisation and management of
the project 'Der Lindenhof' of the Berlin
History Workshop in the context of
Berlin's 750th anniversary celebration



∙ Director of the doctoral studies programme Social Sciences at the University of Vienna ( 2016-2020) 
∙ Member of the Jury of The Rachel Tanur Memorial Price of Visual Sociology 2014, 2016, 2018 
∙ Spokesperson of the key area of research 'Visual Studies in Social Sciences' at the Faculty of Social Science, University
of Vienna (since 2010) 
∙ President of the research committee 38 'Biography & Society' at the International Sociological Association (ISA) (July
2010-2018) 
∙ Mitglied der European Sociological Association (ESA) – Board Member im Biography-Research Network (1997-1999 und
2001-2007) 
∙ Member of the German Sociological Association (DGS) (since 1987) - board member of the section Biographical
Research (since 2004); member of the Section Sociology of Knowledge (since 2008) and Methods of Qualitative Research
(since 2003) 
∙ Member of the Austrian Association for Sociology (since 2005) - section Theory and section Feminist Theory and Gender
Research
 
Peer-review activities  
∙ Reviews on project applications for the German Research Foundation (DFG) 
∙ Review of a case of plagiarism at the University of Goettingen  
∙ Review of a Junior Professorship at the Ruhr-Universität Bochum 
∙ Review of PhD proposals submitted to the Graduate School of the Cluster of Excellence ‘Languages of Emotions’ at the
Free University of Berlin, 03/2010  
∙ Peer reviews of journal articles to be published in Visual Communication, Ethnic and Racial Studies, the European
Journal of Women’s Studies, Soziale Welt, Sozialer Sinn, Österreichische Zeitschrift für Soziologie (Austrian Journal of
Sociology), Zeitschrift für Qualitative Forschung (Journal for Qualitative Research), Forum Qualitative Social Research
(Forum for Qualitative Research), European Journal of Social Theory  
 
Projects  
VIS_BIO: Biographies in the making in a connected lifeworld. Exploring visual and verbal constructions of life stories
Breckner, R. (Project Lead), Marent, J. (Scientific Project Staff), Mayer, E. (Scientific Project Staff), Weisser, A. (Project
Staff) & Rieder, I. (Admin)
15/03/20 → 14/10/24

  
GUSEN_BIO: "Es ist auch normal hier zu wohnen": Eine soziologische Analyse von Normalisierungsprozessen in
Biographien von Menschen, die auf oder in unmittelbarer Nähe des ehemaligen Konzentrationslagergeländes Gusen
leben
Breckner, R. (Project Lead) & Wolf, M. (Co-Lead)
1/09/19 → 31/08/22

  
Migration Narratives Juxtaposed: A Sociological Analysis of Photos, Letters and Biographies of "Guest Workers" from
Turkey living in Austria
Alpagu, F. (Co-Lead) & Breckner, R. (Project Lead)
2/10/17 → 2/10/20

  
VIS_BIO: Visuelle Biographien in einer vernetzten Lebenswelt
Breckner, R. (Project Lead), Mayer, E. (Scientific Project Staff), Schreiber, M. (Scientific Project Staff) & Weisser, A.
(Project Staff)
1/10/17 → 31/03/19

 
 
Press/Media  
Uns interessieren auch die Lügen
Breckner, R.
22/10/16
1 item of Media coverage

 


